
HABITATS AND ORIGAMI
L E A R N  A B O U T  D I F F E R E N T  H A B I T A T S

A N D  M A K E  O R I G A M I  F R O G S

B O N J O U R !

S N A C K / F R E E P L A Y

Greet your students. Be friendly. Use their name, ask a question, give a high five,
or thumbs-up! Take roll. Mark down which students took a snack and tally how
many snacks were given out.

K-3 Students color their habitat poster and try making a origami tadpole.
4th-8th Students can color the poster do a microscope investigation and make origami frogs.

Read the story: 

5 min

30 min Read to your students outside as they sit in a circle.

Bonjour is French for hello!
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Amazing Animals 

Grades K-8

www.stemelop.com

Say:
 "This video shows baby animals that were rescued from various habitats. As you 
watch the movie see if you can figure out the habitat that each animal is from. "
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83fE5YCpvbo)
2. After you watch the movie color the printout of some of the different habitats 
that exist in our world.  STEM Coaches can read a little about the different 
animals to the students as they color them on pages 34-48 in The Diversity of 
Life STEMTaught Journal, you can also show these pages on the smartboard for 
students to reference what the real animals look like.
3. Next have students try and make an origami animal from the rainforest habitat 
(a little baby frog, known as a tadpole) https://youtu.be/3Ox8QGMqlDo
Say:
"Engineers need to learn to be careful and use their hands! Nasa uses origami 
specialists to help them develop compact designs for the technology they use in 
space. You will be learning the basics of origami by making a frog that can hop! 
It's fun to take a material like paper and turn it into something different."
4. Next try making frog eggs from crumpled up paper. 
5. Older students can try making an adult frog, shown on the next page. 

Instructions:
Crayons or Markers
Student sheets

Materials: 

S T E M  T I M E
50 min Students color their animal poster, younger students can color the first page 

today and finish the next page tomorrow. Then students make an origami 
tadpole. Older students can also make a more complex origami frog.

K-3 Color an Animal Poster and Make Origami Tadpoles

Scissors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83fE5YCpvbo
https://youtu.be/3Ox8QGMqlDo


H O M E W O R K / F R E E
P L A Y

20 min
Allow your students some homework time. If they need help let them know you 
can help them. If they do not have any homework they can have some reading 
time, or they can have free time to go outside and play.

C L E A N  U P /
D I S M I S S A L

5 min Clean up, pack up and head home.

www.stemelop.com
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Instructions:

Clean up/pack up/dismissal

Amazing Animals 

4th-8th Making Origami Frogs and Microscope Exploration
Instructions:

Flowers students collect
Microscopes
Paper - origami or square
Scissors
Markers/Crayons

Materials: 
Watch the movie about how plants are pollinated 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6bfaNVDz-Y
Students can observe flowers under the microscope and see if they can find 
pollen, which holds the plants genetic information needed to grow. Frogs 
along with insects and birds help take on the job of pollinating plants. Go 
around campus and collect some samples and see what you can find! There 
are a lot of microscopic insects and amazing structures to look at. STEM 
coaches can refer to the microscope lab sheet. 
For this activity it is important to use square paper! STEM Coaches use a 
paper cutter to cut printer paper or thin colored craft paper into a square 
about 8.5x8.5, or use square origami paper. Thinner paper allows the 
students to fold more easily. Have students follow along with the origami 
frog instructional video to build their own pollinator. Encourage slow and 
careful folding. https://youtu.be/w5YiVAHmPWY
Students that finish early can also make an origami tadpole and frog eggs.

Say: "Today we are going to learn about pollinators and how a plant stores it's 
genetic information. You can look at various flowers you collect under the 
microscope and you will get to build your own pollinator with an origami 
technique. Does anyone know what I mean when I say pollinator? 
Explain: "A plant stores half of its genetic information inside of a pollen grain and 
it needs to be combined with another piece of pollen to get the other half of its 
genetic information to form a fruit with seeds. Pollinators are the animals that 
help transfer the plants pollen from flower to flower.

1.

2.

3.

4.

SnakeS P O R T S / G A M E S
25 min

*Older students may 
practice their sport if 
they don't want to 
play the game.

1. Instruct all of the players to make a circle and hold hands. 
2. Choose one player to be the beginning of the snake and one player to be the 
end of the snake. 
3. The player who is at the start of the snake will crawl, step, go over and go 
under the arms of the players in the circle until they reach the end of the snake. 
The children will follow the leader as they all hold hands. 
4. Once the leader reaches the player who is at the end of the snake, the players 
must figure out how to untangle themselves while still holding hands.

S T E M  T I M E
Microscope 
investigation - 30 min
Origami - 20 min

https://youtu.be/w5YiVAHmPWY

