
Dear Grandma, 

We’re having the best hike! The crunch of

gravel beneath our feet and the calls of the

birds are so beautiful. If you stay very still 

and very quiet, you can hear the gentle 

buzz of the bees and the knock of the 

woodpecker. I’m missing your lemonade.

XOXO

Listen to the postcards that Lilly wrote to her Grandma 
after visiting Kings Canyon National Park. 

What you’ll do: 
Raise your hand 
when you hear 
the description 
of a sound.

Postcards to Grandma 
Sounds are waves that travel through the air. 
When sounds reach your ear they are heard. 
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Dear Grandma, 
We wish you were here! Marble falls is the most incredible waterfall I’ve ever seen! The sound of the water is almost deafening as the water crashes against the rocks.  It’s like a shower, but a hundred times louder. 

XOXO

M a r b l e  F a l l s 
Kings Canyon National Park

Can you describe 
the sounds 

mentioned in the 
post cards? 

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

Sound vibrations in the air are similar to ripples 
made by a pebble that is thrown into water.
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Dear Grandma, 
We had the best time at the Native American festival! The traditional Yokut clapper stick was so fun to make. I stripped off the bark and painted my own stick. It makes the nicest clapping sound!  

XOXO

C l a p p e r  S t i c k 
Kings Canyon National Park

What sound did 
Lilly mention in 
her post card? 

Describe it.

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

10



Native American Music

Bobby is a Native American from the Yokut 
tribe of California. His ancestors made clapper 
sticks to use as musical instruments.

The Yokut tribe has 
been making and 
playing clapper sticks for 
hundreds of years! Now, 
Bobby carries on the 
tradition.

11



Lilly removes 
the bark from 
her stick.

Bobby splits most 
of the stick in half 
with his knife.

How to make a clapper stick
Look at the photos to see how you could make 
a clapper stick like Bobby. 

Bobby uses 
elderberry 
branches because 
the middle of 
the branches are 
hollow. 
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A clapper stick is a stick that is partially split in 
half. You can play the clapper stick by shaking 
it to make the sides of the stick clap together. 

Bobby tests out 
the clapper to 
see if it works. 

Finally, Lilly 
paints and 
decorates her 
new clapper 
stick. 

How will the sound change if you put 
more or less energy into the clap?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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