
which home is best?



Copyright © STEMTaught MMXXII
Published by  STEMTaught, California



Teacher Edition
978-1-952346-18-7

Copyright STEMTaught. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may by reproduced or 
distributed in any form, by any means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, 
taping, and recording, or posting electronically in any location, any database or memory device 
without the prior written consent from STEMTaught. 

Subscribing STEMTaught schools and teachers may reproduce and distribute STEMTaught material for 
use with their students.

The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are reproduced with permission from the Department 
of Education.

Unit written by Jake Hunter and Aysha Imtiaz. “Which Home is Best” was written by Jake Hunter. 
Illustrations and artwork by Bella Hunter. Watercolor paintings by Beth Hunter and Lilly Hunter.

Earth’s Systems K-ESS2-2: Construct an argument supported
by evidence for how plants and animals (including humans) can 
change the environment to meet their needs.

Next Generation Science
STEM Kindergarten

1



Jake Hunter   •   Lilly Hunter   •   Bella Hunter    •   Beth Hunter

How is a tree squirrel different 
from a ground squirrel?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

The squirrels need a home. 

Read to me:

A family of tree squirrels is moving into town. They need a home. 

A friendly ground squirrel came up and said,“I know that we’re different, but we’re similar 
enough. Without me to guide you, finding a home will be tough!”

The tree squirrel family was excited to meet their new home showing guide. 

Mrs. Tree Squirrel exclaimed, “If you know the way, we’ll follow you around for the day.”

which home is best?
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The ground squirrel was excited to show off his old burrow first. 

“These tunnels are dug from the finest clay. This burrow is designed to keep 
predators away! The rooms are the perfect size for a squirrel to sit, but much 
too small for a coyote to fit!” 

The ground squirrel continued showing off his home with pride.

“And in the special case that a predator is small, with multiple exits you 
won’t worry at all! 

In this home you can dig.

Read to me:

Can you describe the features of a 
ground squirrel home?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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“What really makes this burrow top notch  is that all of the neighbors form a 
neighborhood watch.” 

Together, there many ears to hear and eyes to seek. So, when one squirrel 
spots danger, it makes a loud squeak!  

“When you hear the warning, just duck into your hole and enjoy the safety 
of the tunnels below!”

Jump in the hole!

Read to me:

How do ground squirrels cooperate to 
protect each other from danger?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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The ground squirrel was sure his new friends were impressed. After all, he 
believed his burrow was the best. 

Mr. Squirrel was considering whether or not he would like to live there. 

“Well, the home fits our budget, and it’s really quite nice,” he said. “It has 
good neighbors. It’s cozy and clean. We could make it work, if you know 
what I mean.”

Can we get this home?

Read to me:

Where do tree squirrels like to live?
Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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“No!” said Mrs. Squirrel. “I can’t make it work! I want to climb trees! Not sit 
in the dirt! I can’t live in this home, no matter the price. I don’t like how it 
smells and it’s not very nice. I’m sorry to say, but it’s just not for me. It’s not 
the right place for my family.”

“Oh, it’s no problem at all! I understand,” said the friendly ground squirrel. 
“I’ll show you more homes! I have many planned!”

Read to me:

No! It is not the home for me.

Why would a tree squirrel have a hard time 
living in a ground squirrel burrow?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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This home has a pond.

Next, a family of beavers was showing off their home in the pond. 

Mr. Beaver explained, “It’s made from the finest pile of sticks. Each one 
carefully chewed, dragged here, and fixed,” she said smiling.

“This beaver lodge blocks the flow of the stream like a wall. Without it, this 
pond wouldn’t be here at all,” Mrs. Beaver continued.

“Our own swimming pool?” Mr. Squirrel exclaimed with surprise. “We can 
rest on the sun deck and eat our nut pies!” 

Read to me:

What do beavers use to make 
their houses?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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You can swim to the home.

“The best part of all is inside!” claimed Mrs. Beaver with pride. “It’s cozy and 
clean, and comfortably wet. Let me show you the entrance, before I forget!” 

Mrs. Beaver motioned for the squirrels to follow her, “Our lodge just looks 
like a pile of sticks, so to get inside you must know the trick! If you hold your 
breath and swim under there, you’ll find a cavern where you can breathe air.” 

Then, ‘glub,’ ‘glub,’ ‘glub’ she pulled Mrs. Squirrel right into the water!

Read to me:

How does a beaver enter its lodge?
Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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Mrs. Beaver raised her flat tail and pounded some mud between the sticks. 

“This home is easy to repair and you can snack on bark from the sticks 
everywhere! So, now that you’ve seen it, what do you think? Would you like 
to live here?” she asked with a wink.

Read to me:

Can we get this home?

What do beavers like to snack on?
Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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“I like it!” said Mr. Squirrel. “The place is quite roomy. The ceilings are 
high. It has a nice entrance. The inside is quite dry!” he said in a rush. 

This put Mrs. Squirrel into a fuss! Her beautiful, fluffy tail was now flat and 
wet. She looked at Mr. Squirrel in dismay. 

“I can’t and I won’t! I will not make this work! Squirrel babies can’t swim 
and the mud mats my fur! You know it’s unbearably cold and it’s wet! I don’t 
even eat sticks! I’m drenched and upset!”

Read to me:

Why wouldn’t a squirrel be able to 
live in a beaver lodge?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

No! It is not the home for me.

30

Try to read



31



The ground squirrel had more homes to show. “I’ll show you Maribelle’s nest, 
high up in that tree. But, I won’t go up, for I’m afraid of heights, you see.” 

The squirrel family quickly scurried up into the tree. 

“Why, hello! I’m Maribelle, and this is my home. My nest is woven with grass 
from the places I roam. Oh yes! My nest’s features are really quite swell! And, 
it clings to this magnificent branch really well!”

Look! A nest in a tree. 

Read to me:

Why wouldn’t a squirrel be able to 
live in a beaver lodge?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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Can we get the nest?

Mr. Squirrel seemed very happy about the nest. “I like this branch, I have to 
admit. I think this is it! This is the home we should get!” he said.

Maribelle had much more to say about her wonderful nest. “My nest is soft 
and it’s fluffy. It keeps my eggs warm. Rainwater won’t collect in my nest 
when it storms.”

Read to me:

Why wouldn’t a squirrel be able to 
raise a family in a robin’s nest?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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With that, Mrs. Squirrel let out a loud sigh. “This nest has no roof to help 
us stay dry. When it snows I’ll be cold. When it rains I’ll be wet! No offense, 
Maribelle, but this nest makes me fret. Its features are certainly nice for you. 
But I’m not a bird! How will I make do?”

The squirrel family politely said goodbye to Maribelle and went back to the 
ground.

Read to me:

Why is a nest the perfect 
place for a bird?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

No! It is not the home for me.
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The ground squirrel got ready to show them the next home on his list. 

“At the top of this hill lies a giant beehive. It is sealed with wax to keep you 
all dry,” he said.

They walked up the hill. Out came a buzzing bee. It began to show off the 
wonderful hive. “It has hexagonal cells that we call honeycomb. Frames full of 
honey make up most of our home. There is even a nursery where the children 
can roam.”

Can we live in the 
home of a bee?

Read to me:

What are the features 
of a beehive?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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Wait!” Mrs. Squirrel interrupted. “Are there still bees in this house?”

“Why certainly! Us bees are very social animals. We would like you as 
neighbors. There is a spot for sale in box two, frame four.”  

Mr. Squirrel was considering the offer. “Well, honey is sweet!” he said. 

This time Mrs. Squirrel made up her mind instantly. She exclaimed in an 
uproar, “I can’t share my house with thousands of bees! I want a home of my 
own, for our family—Please! I want to store acorns, I need privacy here! This 
home is so sticky,” she said with a tear.

Read to me:

Why is a beehive a bad place 
for a squirrel family?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

No! It is not the home for me.
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“Don’t worry Mrs. Squirrel, there are more homes to see,” said the ground 
squirrel. “I know of a wasp nest high up in a tree. It’s made from paper with 
the finest construction. These wasps are experts at paper production! ” 

“Let me be direct,” Mrs. Squirrel interrupted. “I am not a wasp!”   

“How about a giant anthill? I hear they’re really quite swell,” continued the 
ground squirrel. “They have thousands of tunnels and chambers as well!”

 “This isn’t working!” cried Mrs. Squirrel. She sat down and started to wail.

Read to me:

No! No! No!

Why is a bee hive a bad place 
for a squirrel family?

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!
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“Actually, there is one more home I can take you to see. But let me warn 
you  —it’s just a simple hole in this tree.” 

Mrs. Squirrel stopped crying. She looked up in surprise. “What did you say? 
A hole in a tree? It does sound simple. I’d like to go see.”

Hesitantly, the ground squirrel guide began to explain, “I’ll say, it’s not quite 
move-in ready, but it could be a nice place. The floor isn’t level and there 
isn’t much space.” 

Read to me:

This is a hole in a tree.
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Mrs. Squirrel rushed up the tree and peered inside. She called out with 
excitement, “This hole is the one! Let’s buy!”  

Mr. Squirrel had to be sure  that Mrs. Squirrel really, really liked it. “It’s 
humble,” he said. “There’s not even a door. Are you sure there’s not another 
house you’d like more?”

Mrs. Squirrel looked at home inside her new squirrel den. “The hole is quite 
small, but that’s good, you see. Inside will be warm for our family.”

Read to me:

Can we live here? 
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“I’ll chew out the wall to store acorns right there,” continued Mrs. Squirrel. 
“This home will be perfect with some hard work and care!“ She then twirled 
around in a circle and danced.

The ground squirrel had not guessed that the tree squirrel family would like 
this humble hole so much.

Mrs. Squirrel looked completely satisfied, “We’re grateful for this wonderful 
hole that you found. So, thank you! Yes, thank you, for showing us around.”

Mom said, “Yes! 
This is the home for me!”

Read to me:
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How do animals change the 
environment to meet their needs?

Let’s talk about it!

It’s coloring time! 

50



Student Edition

3460887819529
 

ISBN 9781952346088

Animals Make Homes
Which Home is Best?




