
Many parents care for their young 

Many types of animal parents love and care for 
their young, much like your parents love and 
care for you. Animal parents feed, protect, carry, 
shelter and comfort their young.

Think, 
Pair, 

Share!

How does this mother koala keep 
her baby safe?

This mother koala keeps her baby joey safe by carrying it 
on her back.
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These pages were taken from the G1 journal, "Animals 
Raise Their Young."



Animal parents have instincts 

Have you ever had a toy that came with a set of 
instructions? Instructions help you understand 
how to use a toy or play a game. 

Babies don’t come with instructions, and even 
if they did, animal parents wouldn’t be able to 
read them! Animals parents and babies are born 
with knowledge of how to behave to survive. 

How many chicks do you see 
lying still in their pebble nest?

These killdeer chicks know how to lay motionless in their 
pebble nest to stay safe and hidden.
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Baby deer are amazing survivors 

When an animal knows how to act without 
being taught, it is called an instinctinstinct. A baby deer 
knows how to walk at birth. This instinct helps 
the baby deer survive.

Although it is a little wobbly at first, the baby can walk to 
water and food. 

Is walking an instinct or a learned behavior for a baby deer? Trace one.

instinct learned
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A baby deer automatically knows how to do 
lots of things to help it survive, such as walking, 
hiding, and following its mother. The baby must 
learn other things by practicing. 

A baby deer has an instinct to lay down and stay still. This 
helps it survive because it cannot run fast. 

Is staying still an instinct or a learned behavior for a baby deer? Trace one.

instinct learned
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The mother deer knows where to go to find food and 
water and how to avoid predators. 

Is following mother an instinct or a learned behavior? Trace one.

instinct learned

A baby deer stays close to its mother. This 
instinct helps a baby deer stay safe.
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A lynx kitten stays with its mother for over a year before it 
is skilled enough to hunt on its own. 

Is the ability to hunt an instinct or a learned behavior for a lynx? Trace one.

instinct learned

Baby lynx kittens are amazing survivors 

Deer are not the only baby animals with instincts 
and learned survival skills. This cute baby lynx 
needs to learn many things to survive. 
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Elephants are stronger together 

Adult elephants are big and powerful, but lions 
and hyenas know that a baby elephant can’t 
run very fast. Adult elephants stick together to 
protect their young. Babies walk in the center 
of the herd surrounded by larger elephants. 

It’s hard for the predators to reach the babies when there 
is a strong, powerful herd around them. 

Cooperate with other students to protect your 
stuffed animals like an elephant herd.
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Parent birds feed their chicks 

Baby chicks cannot get food because they are 
weak and cannot fly. Their parents get food and 
fly back to the nest to feed their chicks. Chicks 
are quiet and still when they are alone. They 
chirp loudly to ‘beg’ for food when a parent 
comes back to the nest.

Make your stuffed animal 
act like a baby bird. Practice 
feeding it like a parent.

Birds sit on their babies at night to keep them warm.
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Monkey babies cry for food 

Animal babies have lots of ways to ask for food. 
Monkey infants throw big temper tantrums 
when they want food. The sound they make is 
very loud and painful to listen to. The mother 
must feed the infant to get it to be quiet.

Practice making your 
stuffed animal act like 
a baby monkey.

Baby monkeys cling to their mother’s fur to get a ride
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